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Following is transcript of questions and answers at 
Department's press briefing June 8, concerning combat support role 
of US troops in Viet-Nam: 

Q. Bob, yesterday a question came up as to whether you had 
ever received a request from the South Vietnamese Government for 
combat assistance from American troops. I wonder if you can tell 
us what the response would be of the United States in such ^ 
request? 

A. Well, first, and I am sure that this has been made 
clear in Saigon by American military commanders, American forces 
would be available for combat support together with the 
Vietnamese forces as and when hkkx necessary. 

Q. What do you mean by combat support? 

A. That is that they '591^lk/fflIWI»tions along 
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Q. Wl>en* 5 “ou say it has bear* made clear / Bdk-, do you mean n 
it has been made clear to the Vietnamese Government or to the — 

A. Yes, and it has been publicly also stated. 

Q, Yesterday you said in defining the role of U.S. forces. 

A. Yes, but we were at that time talking about what is the 

existing situation and that is what I addressed myself to here on 

Saturday; that is, that American forces there now, whose assignment 

is to protect and patrol the perimeters of key installations, 

are engaged by the Viet Cong and in some circumstances in keeping 

% 

with this assignment and on search and clear operations engage in 
the Viet Cong. Now the question from yesterday was a different 
question and that is the role of American forces together with 
the Vietnamese in combat. I said on BACKGROUND yesterday, when 
I was asked whether such a request had been received, that it 
was my understanding that there was a request some time recently 
but that had been withdrawn. 

Q. Can we go on the record with that request. Bob? Was 
it not made on IMay 31 by the Commander of the First Corps? 

A. I have not been able to confirm that; I spent some 
time trying to run it down this morning. I pretey, therefore to 

keep in on background until I am able to confirm it. j 
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Q. VE such a request is received, who wilf decide whether j 

we will fulfill the request? 

A. Well, that decision to use American forces will be made 
by the United States military assistance command in 
South Viet-Nam after consultation with appropriate American and 
Vietnamese military commanders on the scene. 

Q. Who would command them? 

A. The best answer I can gxWii give you to that is that any 
of the American forces assigned to this combat support role, would 
be assigned as a unit or units and would, therefore, be under 
the command of the unit commander. I should point out, however, 
that coordination of all of this is still being worked out in 
Saigon . 

Q. This, then, is a matter for General Westmoreland out 
there, primarily? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Is he the Chief of the U.S. military assistance 
command? 

A. That is correct. 

'A- ' ■•’.r. 

Q. Let me ask one other question. Whi^t yoti are saying 




means that the decision has bean made in Washington as a matter^^^ 
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policy tUat: lif We itmer eland receivac a requesC^or U.S. forces 1 
in Viet-Nam to give combat support to Vietnamese forces he has 
the power to make the decision? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Could you give us any understanding, Bob, as to when 
Westmoreland got this adi^lc additional authority? 

A. I couldn't be specific but it is something that has 
developed over the past several weeks. 

Q. Is this from a legal point of view, a delegation of the 
President's authority or what is the formal point of view? 

A. Well, yes. The President as Commander in Chief in turn 
delegates authority to military commanders and, in this case. 
General Westmoreland. 

Q. Could you tell us whether there has been any initance 
yet where General Westmoreland has made a decision to use 
American forces for such combat? 

A, So far as I know, the answer is no. 

Q. Bob, could you explain — there's a story today that 
American paratroopers were used for the first time. They were 


« , 

helicopted into an area, they apparently did not meet the Viet 


Cong and were taken back out. Could this kind an operation, 
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military spokesmen in Saigon -- was that General Westmoreland's 
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decision? Was that the result of a request from the 
South Vietnamese Government? 

A. I am not aware of the specific incident and it may 
well be, and I would presume it to be that this is in keeping 
with the role of the Marines and the 173rd, I believe, 

* « * 

Airborne Brigade of the Army in patrolling the defense perimeter5 
key installations, I did not read that as a combat support 
role by U.S. forces along with the Vietnamese. 

Q. Bob, the commitment of our forces to such combat role 
is contingent upon receiving a request from the South Vietnamese 
Government. 


A. That is my understanding of it, yes. — 

Q. Is it also contingent, as your statement indicates, 
that this combat support would be undertaken only "together 
with Vietnamese forces"? That's been your original answer to 
the question today. 

A. That is the frame of reference in which it is now. 

Q. In other words, Westmoreland does .not have authority 

* 

without reference to Washington to commit American troops to 
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A. And following a request from the Vietnamese. 

Q. In this connection, is it necessary to increase 
the size of our manpower commitment to Viet~Nam to follow it 

through? 

A. I could not say yes or no to that at this time and I 

could not usefully speculate on whether American forces in 

Viet- Nam would be increased. 

Q. Bob, I want to get this absolutely straight, Tt^is 

is an additional responsibility for American military forces. 1 

that correct? 

A. yes. 

Q. Going back, I, too, just want to make sure I am 
absolutely clear. What you said on Saturday described xhe 
situation as it existed. You were asked what the position was 
then. What you are saying today is what the authority is to do 
if requested. Is that the difference? 

A. As and when necessary. 

Q. Bob, you said this had been stated publicly out there. 
Can you give us a reference to that public ^statement? 

A, It was at least the subject of some background comment 

by — 
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past 8 to 10 days. 

Q. You are not aware of any on the record announcement 
of policy? 

A. I cannot account for anything specifically but I do 
not rule out that it was. 




Q. Is this action being carried out under the Golf 

of Tonkin resolution? 

A. That is still very much operative, of course, in 
all U.S. actions, yes/ 

Q. This authority. Bob, when it was delivered, came 
from the Commander- in- Chief through the Joint Chiefs to 
General Westmoreland? What is the chain ? 


A. Well, for my part, just let me say through 

appropriate channels. I am not enough of a military 
spokesman indeed, not at all, to lay out for you the table of 
organization and the channels of command here. 


Q. Bob, was this decision to give Westmoreland this 
authority made as a result of considering a specific Vietnamese 
request or sort of a precautionary contingency plan that is now 
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going into Sp operation? 
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instance and point out that, so far as X can account, nothing 
like this has yet developed or gone into operation. 
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■Q. B(Jb*, Iwill you explain vhy thij decisibn-J.!! favor of 

■ t 

using U.S. forces in combat support with South Vietnamese forces 
is made at this time? 

A. I would think it is the result of the best military 
judgment as to what is required in the present situation and so 
far as they can see ahead. 

Q. Would it be accurate to say this is to give us the ' 
flexibility we need in view of the possibility of a monsoon kind 
of offensive by the Communist? *■ 

A, I would certainly think that in the face of something 
like that having already, in effect, started, it would meet 
that Kxteato situation. 

Q. Bob, back to your opening answer, is there an easier 
distinction that could be made between what is a combat roTe 
and what is a combat support role? 

A. Well, combat support, let me put this on BACKGROUND, 
would in my view put the Americans shoulder to shoulder with 
the Vietnamese. 

Q. In other words, the term support is whether other 
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troops are involved besides Americans? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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